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As hard as it is to say, I think waiting is a good thing.  When we wait we trust, we appreciate, and grow.  We trust that in time something will happen, we learn to appreciate what we have in front of us, and we grow to understand that there is someone else’s timing in place and maybe we aren’t in control.  It is just a matter of who we trust that counts.  The Psalmist says, “And now, O Lord, what do I wait for?  My hope is in you.”  In another spot Isaiah says in chapter 40:31 “But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”  
However, one thing we do not have to wait and see about is God’s love for us.  His love is always there for us, his hope is always around us, and his presence is always with us.  We may grow tired of waiting on things, but when we wait on the Lord, when we hope in the Lord; God is there with us all the way. 
The next time you are confronted with waiting, think of it as a blessing rather than a curse.  It can be a time to trust, to appreciate, and to grow.  I hope that throughout the remaining Christmas season and the New Year we will have the courage to wait, even on others, and especially on the Lord.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  Grace & peace in Christ, Matt
Adult
We have four cases of the 12 oz. chocolate covered pecans at $8.00 each. They will make good Christmas gifts. Contact any McFarland Sunday School Class member to purchase them.
Baby Shower for Jesus
Thank you to everyone for your outing pouring of love for the Baby Shower for Jesus.  Through your kindness and generosity, we collected the following items for the Pregnancy Care Center of High Point:  12 packages of baby diapers (383 total); 11 packages of baby wipes (956 total); 2 packages of baby wash cloths (8 total); 2 bottles baby shampoo; 4 bottles baby wash; 3 bottles baby wash/ shampoo combo; 5 bottles of baby powder; 3 tubes of baby diaper cream; 2 bottles of baby oil; 1 bottle of baby lotion; 3 baby bottles; 6 onsies; 1 teddy bear; 1 juice box.  Again, thank you for your kindness and generosity to this wonderful ministry!!  Grace and Peace, Kim
Blue Christmas: Helping People Cope with the Holidays
Not everyone welcomes the Christmas season with joy. For people dealing with loss, sadness, grief, stress, or loneliness, the holidays can be a time of dread. During this Christmas season, be especially aware of those who have experienced difficulties during the past year. Let them know that you understand how stressful the holidays can be--and that our church's Stephen Ministers are available to provide the care and support they need.

 
CUMC's Stephen Ministers reach out to those who are struggling with pain and loss--during the Christmas season and throughout the year. A Stephen Minister partners with a hurting person to listen and care so that he or she doesn't have to face the darkness alone. If you think a Stephen Minister could be helpful, speak with Rev. Farabow, Rev. Martin, or call the church office.
Children and Youth

UMYF News:  There will be no UMYF on Sunday, December 25th and Sunday, January 1, 2012. We will start back on Sunday, January 8th, 2012 from 6:00-8:00p.m.

Christmas Morning Worship
Sunday, December 25th our Christmas Morning Worship (Gifts We Have Been Given, and Gifts We Give) will be at 10:00a.m. in the Sanctuary.

              Come as you are and prepared to share about the true gift of Christmas. Children are encouraged to bring a gift/toy they received (non-noise making) and to share something about its importance to them as a part of the service.
Congratulations
Congratulations to Linda and Pat Scott. They are the proud grandparents to their new granddaughter, Elouise Hall Kadis. Elouise was born on Thursday, December 15th, at 6:30a.m., weighing 7 lbs. 9 oz.
Genesis Gospel Choir HPU
The Genesis Gospel Choir of High Point University would like to cordially invite you to the Collegiate Gospel Fest scheduled for Saturday, January 21st, 2012 at 6:00p.m. in Hayworth Chapel on the campus of High Point University. The gospel fest will feature the choirs of Appalachian State University, Wake Forest University and Winston Salem State University, and High Point’s own Genesis Gospel Choir.

There is no cost associated with this concert; all we ask is that you bring (a) non-perishable food item(s) to substitute as your admission fee.  The concert will benefit Open Door Ministries, a food bank located in High Point, NC.  Please bring donations assembled at your church to the concert; a representative from Open Door will be present to collect them.

Thank you in advance for your support, Lenaè Frazier, Executive Director, Genesis Gospel Choir
High Point University
Church Night presented by Church Interiors – High Point University vs. Charleston Southern, Monday, January 2nd, 2012 – 7:00p.m.  $2 reserved balcony tickets. Deadline to reserve tickets is Thursday, December 29th, 5:00p.m. while supplies last. To reserve your tickets, please call HPU Rep. Bryan Weigel at (336) 841-9321.

HPU Athletics is also offering the opportunity to have your congregation or youth group recognized at the men’s basketball game.  If you have a group that would be interested in singing the National Anthem at either game, please give me a call at the number listed above. We look forward to seeing you there, supporting your High Point University Panthers! 
Meetings 2012
             Trustees Board, Thursday, January 5th at 6:30p.m., Children’s Ministry Team, Monday, January 9th, at 6:30p.m., Worship Committee, Monday, January 16th, at 2:00p.m., Stephen Ministry, Monday, January 16th, at 6:30p.m., Finance Committee, Tuesday, January 17th, at 6:30p.m., Youth Council, Tuesday, January 17th, at 7:00p.m.; and Through–the-Week Ministry, Thursday, January 26th, at 5:30p.m. All meetings will be held in the church Library.
Missions Committee
The Missions Committee needs volunteers from our Sunday School classes to sign up for the Open Door Ministry Meals for 2012.  Dinner is served once a month on the third Tuesday of each month promptly at 6:00p.m. 

The following month/days are open:  January 17th, April 17th, August 21st and September 18th.,  

Please contact the church office at (336) 889-4777 and leave a message with Carolyn as to the month/day your group can serve at Open Door Ministries.  Mike Lopez, Missions Committee Chairperson 

Sympathy
Christian love and sympathy to the family of Mrs. Doris Sossaman in death of her husband, Richard Sossaman, who died on Tuesday, December 20, 2011.
Thank You
A thank you to all the volunteers who helped us in the office with the newsletters and answering the phones.  You’re a blessing to the church and the office staff appreciates everything that you do.  Have a blessed and prosperous New Year 2012.

Upward Basketball Information
If you have not registered for Upward Basketball you have until Wednesday, January 11th, 2012.  Form and registration fee may be dropped off at the church office anytime between 9:00a.m. until 4:00p.m.  Practices will begin in January (every Wednesday and Friday) from 6:00-8:00p.m. and also on Saturday, from 9:00am until 12:00p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  The first game is Saturday, January 21, 2012.  Contact Angela Craven at (336) 207-9157 with questions or the church office at (336) 889-4777.
Women's Bible Study
Our next Bible Study for Women will start on Sunday, January 8th at 4:00p.m. in the Multipurpose Room. We are excited to announce that we will be doing the newest Beth Moore study, James: Mercy Triumphs.  This eight week study will take us deep into the words of the brother of Jesus.  Beth has revamped her study format, and you will be challenged to go deeper into the Word of God!  If you are interested in this study, please contact Sharyn Andrews at (336) 906-5594 or smandrews@gtatextiles.com. 
Memorials
In Memory of Richard Sossaman

given by Betty and David Willett  
given by McFarland Bible Class

In Memory of Lloyd Hunsucker

given by Young at Heart

In Memory of Tom Kester

given by Gene and Jane Kester

given by Patsy and Charlie Surles

given by Jeff and Claire Batts

given by Emilie A. Harris

given by Craig and Joyce Kivett

given by Risë B. Kelley

In Memory of Bill Harris

given by Emilie A. Harris

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. V. F. Morgan

and Mr. J. V. Morgan

given by Beverly and Reitzel Morgan

In Memory of Chris O’Neal and

Ed and Margaret Hoover
given by Darlene H. O’Neal

In Memory of Paul Clapp and Nancy Clapp Davis

given by Maebelle W. Clapp

In Memory of Our Deceased Members
given by Frances McFarland Bible Class

Honorariums
In Honor of our Teachers – Past and Present

given by Frances McFarland Bible Class

In Honor of Margaret Peeler

given by Darlene H. O’Neal

In Honor of Roy and Sharyn Andrews

given by Come As You Are CC Groups

In Honor of Sharyn Andrews (Ward Street Mission)

given by Craig and Joyce Kivett

In Honor of Ministers and Staff

given by Kenneth D. Garner

given by Risë B. Kelley

In Honor of Gilbert Kearns
given by Agape Class

In Honor of Rev. Matt and Amanda Farabow, Ed and Pat Bowling

and Marshall and Kathleen Morgan

given by Jeff and Claire Batts


              Worship Attendance
Sunday, December 11th, 2011
                               December 18th, 2011
Sunday School                120                                                    127            
9:00 Worship Service                  48

                         57
                   
11:00 Kids Own Worship            21                                                none      
11:00 Worship Service               204                                                244          
Total Worship Attendance       273                                                301    
WEEKLY CALENDAR 





SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25


Christmas Day


10:00am Christmas Morning Worship No UMYF





MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 


Holiday –Church Office Closed





)


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27





WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 


10:00am Intercessory Prayer





THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29


4:30-8:30pm HPHE Basketball (FH)





FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30





SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31





SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2012


New Year’s Day


9:00 & 11:00am Communion


9:45am Sunday School


11:00am No Kids Own Worship


6:00-8:00pm No UMYF





MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2012


Holiday – Church Office Closed


4:30-8:30pm HPHE Basketball (FH)





Merry Christmas from Christ UMC Staff & Happy New Year 2012!!


�





USHERS:  


Ron Butler, Capt.


Warner Black, Phil Wood


Bill Simmons, Mike Lopez 





GREETERS: 


 Gail Crouch, Risë Kelley


                     


REACHOUT CALLERS: 


Dennis and Cathie Chesney





TRUSTEE OF THE MONTH:     Rody Gibbs 





ACOLYTES:            


 


                


HELPERS: 








ALTAR GUILD:   


Sally Landis





                                                               


Preschool Teachers


9:00 CHILDCARE (Rm 213) 


None 





10:00 BABIES/TODDLERS


Ginger and Sam Best





11:00 KiDS own Worship 


Multipurpose Room


Merry Christmas – No KOW





 


CONVALESCING


Jack Haley, Salisbury VA


Willie Haley, Discovery Place


  


                          


HOSPITAL REPORT


Graham Morgan, HPRH








PRAYER CONCERNS  


Serving in the Military:  


Doug Norton, Aaron Biel, 


Wes Craven, Steven Hall
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“Disciples in Action – Transforming the World”


  Sunday, December 25th, 2011


Prayz Service  –  9:00a.m. – Fellowship Hall 


       Sunday School  –  9:45a.m.


  Worship – 11:00a.m. –  Sanctuary  


Speaker:  Rev. Matthew S. Farabow


Message: “He Is Here!”  


Scripture: John 1:1-5, 10-14
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WAIT!


Psalm 39: 4-7 says:  4"Lord, let me know my end, and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting my life is. 5 You have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing in your sight. Surely everyone stands as a mere breath. (Selah) 6 Surely everyone goes about like a shadow. Surely for nothing they are in turmoil; they heap up, and do not know who will gather.  7 "And now, O Lord, what do I wait for? My hope is in you.


This morning we woke to, “Can I open a present?” “Oh, just one, please!” and then the begging changed to, “Oh, I wish it would snow!” “Why doesn’t it snow?” “When will it ever snow?”


Trying to get across to a child that we just have to wait and see, does not work very well.  Today was one of those days.  It is hard enough that they have to wait for Christmas, but now they have to wait and see if it is ever even going to snow this winter…


Waiting and seeing is not something I think many of us do very well either.  I have been thinking about the word wait a lot lately.  We do a fair amount of waiting in our lives, but in reality we do not really have to wait all that much.  We have drive-through windows at banks, restaurants, and drug stores so we do not have to wait.  We have instant foods; whereas it used to be that mashed potatoes took a long time to cook the instant ones are ready within a minute.  We have phones and cell phones and smart phones that if I cannot get someone at home, I call, text, or email and get them in an instant.  It seems everything our technology does for us is in order to take away our waiting.


And we still have a lot that we wait for.  Things like a returned call, a doctor’s assessment, the answer to a prayer or concern…the list goes on and on.


As many of you know, I have learned a good deal about life in general in my experiences fishing and boating.  Even more, I have learned a lot about waiting during many of my times outdoors.  For example, one time down at the beach my father and I were traveling through a shallow inlet we had not traveled very often.  While we were running through we ran aground in a big way.  Now, we were not just a little but stuck but I mean really stuck on the sandbar.  In an attempt to get the boat off of the sandbar, I thrust the throttle of the boat back and forth trying to get us free while my father sat and wryly smiled.  Finally, after numerous unsuccessful attempts, and before I really did some damage to the boat motor, my dad said, “We will just have to wait for the tide to rise.”  And we did.  So we sat and snacked on snacks and enjoyed a drink together. We joked and laughed about the many times experiences like this had happened (it seems boats and Farabow’s often get into a mess).  We talked about our lives and our faith in new ways and deeper than we had in a long, long time.  After the tide came in and we went on our way and while I was driving back home I realized that sometimes in the midst of waiting or things that are inconvenient God can and will bless us, if we are willing disciples and children. (continued)





As hard as it is to say, I think waiting is a good thing.  When we wait we trust, we appreciate, and grow.


We trust that in time something will happen, we learn to appreciate what we have in front of us, and we grow to understand that there is someone else’s timing in place and maybe we aren’t in control.  It is just a matter of who we trust that counts.  The Psalmist says, “And now, O Lord, what do I wait for?  My hope is in you.”  In another spot Isaiah says in chapter 40:31 “But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”  





However, one thing we do not have to wait and see about is God’s love for us.  His love is always there for us, his hope is always around us, and his presence is always with us.  We may grow tired of waiting on things, but when we wait on the Lord, when we hope in the Lord; God is there with us all the way. 


The next time you are confronted with waiting, think of it as a blessing rather than a curse.  It can be a time to trust, to appreciate, and to grow.  I hope that throughout the remaining Christmas season and the New Year we will have the courage to wait, even on others, and especially on the Lord.


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!





Grace and peace in Christ, Matt








 








